
its own cure through intensified human misery and
degeneracy ; possibly, as has repeatedly happened
with the lower animals in localities, with the more

or less complete extinction of the species.
While, however, one can thus even say a good word

for human degeneracy, as perhaps on the whole a

safety valve for populations collectively, it is indi¬
vidually an evil, and one that needs to be vigorously
met. Man can not control evolution, and so far as

he can be effective, he must use his efforts to combat
obvious evils, and leave general results to work out
themselves. There is therefore no excuse for lower¬
ing our sanitary ideals. The problems here suggested
are not for immediate solution, and matters can be
very much improved before unusual longevity and
general perfection in health conditions render them
at all practical. But they are perhaps worth consid¬
ering, if it is only to temper a little our hygienic air
castles and as a sort of consolation for our unavoid¬
able sanitary failures. .,·,.. 

"DRUGS MANY: REMEDIES FEW."
The current issue of New Remedies quotes this

caption from the Hospital as being a succinct sum-

mary of the present pharmaceutic situation. Since
1880, "while two hundred remedies have been intro-
duced, probably not more than twenty are in daily
use." Twenty years ago the words "new remedies,"
designated botanic products introduced as newly dis-
covered agents of extraordinary therapeutic value.
Ten years later, synthetic chemistry, beginning with
antipyrin (the first notable success) usurped the
title. And now bacteriology is fast pushing the aut-
ocrat of the last decade into retirement.

If present activity in, and enthusiasm over, serums,
antitoxins and extracts continue, and are justified
by results, we may have to discard all our old mate-
ria medica before the end of this century. But on

this point the New Remedies is not sanguine, its sym-
pathies being somewhat closely identified with the
products of the manufacturing chemist, although free
to admit that these interests have been hurtfully
overdone.

The therapeutic pendulum has swung, first away
from botany, next away from chemistry and pres¬
ently, it is predicted, the swing will be away from
bacteriology. We note, in the foreign letter of the
American .Practitioner the following intimation, that
our German confrères are disposed to swing back to
botany.

" An important step is about to be taken by the
Berlin Pharmaceutical Society, for thè purpose of ex¬

tending the world's knowledge of poisonous and
healing plants. A central office is to be established
for collecting and publishing reports from every
quartered' thè globe on the botanic, chemic, and'phar¬
macologie discoveries m plante of,a healing or-.poisonr;
ous nature. The Berlin Society does not intend merely

to collect unknown facts, but hopes to encourage
further inquiries in a field which has not yet been
fully explored."

For the present, however, the German bacteriolo¬
gists are said to be so fully occupied with their re¬

spective original researches, that they have no time
or patience to expend upon students from abroad.
Some ambitious students from this country have re¬

turned, not without disappointment at the scant at¬
tention they were able to obtain at some of the for¬
eign laboratories, chiefly for the reason that the
teachers are, for the time being, preoccupied with
their own special investigations.

GENUINE DIPHTHERIA OF THE SKIN.
A few cases of genuine diphtheria of the skin have

been described, in which the diagnosis rests upon
the cultural and microscopic demonstration of
L\l=o"\ffler'sbacilli. Brunner1 describes four cases of
this unusual infection of the skin upon the fingers;
Neisser2 found diphtheria bacilli in a membranous
deposit near the anus; Treitel3 in an excoriated area
near the external ear; Vucetic4 describes an exten-
sive diphtheria of the skin of the neck in which the
bacilli were demonstrated microscopically but not in
cultures. Feer,5 Escherich6 and Townsend7 describe
genuine diphtheria of tracheotomy wounds. Park8
has recorded two cases of genuine diphtheria in finger
wounds in physicians, the infection following trache-
otomies, and Wright9 details seven instances of diph-
theric infection in excoriations and exulcerations of
the skin as, for instance, in connection with par-
onychia and mastoid abscess. Abel10 has also de-
scribed diphtheria in a wound of the finger.

In addition to these cases of wound diphtheria of
the fingers, recorded by Beunner, Park and Abel, a
new case is added by Zaufal (Prager medicinische
Wochenschrift, 1895). This case occurred in a child,
4£ years old, with fatal laryngeal and pharyngeal
diphtheria. He succeeded in demonstrating in the
microscopic sections, as well as in cultures, that
Löfflee's bacillus was present in an infiltration, 1 cm.

square in size, situated upon the ulnar margin of the
first phalanx of the right index finger. The center of
this area was ulcerated and covered with a fibrinous
deposit. The cultures of diphtheria bacilli obtained
possessed a considerable degree of virulence as 1 ccm.
of. a two days' old bouillon culture killed a guinea
pig, 300 grams in weight, forty hours after intraperi-
toneal injection. In addition to the diphtheria
bacilli, the yellow pus coccus was isolated from the
infiltration in the skin of the finger, and Zaufal re¬

gards the case as an instance of genuine wound
1 Cited by Escherich, Etiologie und Pathogenese de epidermisch

Diphtherie, Wien, 1894, I. 2 Escherich, loc. cit. 3 Escherich, loc. cit.
4 Allg. Wr. Medic. Zeitg., xxxix, No. 50. 5 Escherich, loc.cit. 6 loc. cit.
7 Welch, Bact. Investig. ofDiphtheria in theUnited States, Am. Jour, of
Medical Sciences. October, 1894. 8 Welch, loc. cit. 9 Welch, loc. cit.
10 Escherich, loc. cit.
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diphtheria which was engrafted upon a scratch in
the skin that had been infected with the staphylo-
coccus pyogenes aureus.

MAJOR A. C. GIRARD.
Major A. C. Girard, U. S. Army, who has been

stationed at Fort Sheridan, Chicago, for the past four
years, has been ordered to Fort Douglass, Salt Lake
City, Utah. Major Girard was given a farewell re-

ception and a dinner by Dr. F. B. Turck and some of
his medical friends in the city, who view his depar-
ture with regret.

The occasional contributions of Major Girard
which have appeared in these columns, not less than
the one in this issue of the Journal show him to be
an accomplished surgeon, and one no less gifted with
the pencil than the pen. Few of our profession are

able to so skillfully illustrate their own articles.
The medical profession of Salt Lake will receive

a notable addition to their ranks in the person of
Major Girard.

Association of American Medical Colleges.
Chicago, Oct. 9, 1895.

To the Editor:\p=m-\The decision of the Judicial Council is
asked upon the following propositions:

1. Is there any rule to prevent colleges, members of the
Association, from admitting students in September, 1895,
and allowing them to graduate, after taking three full
courses of lectures, ending in 1898?

2. If such rule exists and is enforced, what will be done
to those colleges, members of the Association, who violate
the rules? Shall recognition be refused to diplomas issued
to students in 1898 because they began the study of medicine
in 1895?

3. Students A and B matriculate in 1895. A graduates in
1898; B in 1899. Are the two on equal footing according to
the rules of the Association?

DECISION.

1. It is the judgment of the Council that there is no rule
of the College Association preventing any of the members
matriculating students in September, 1895, and allowing
them to graduate after taking three full courses of lectures
of six months each, in three separate years, ending in 1898.

2. The Council is now prepared to decide what should be
done with colleges which violate any of the rules of the
Association.

3. It is the judgment of the Council that A and  must be
recognized as of equal respectability. Because the progress¬
ive advancement in methods of teaching, pari passu with the
increasing demands for more lengthened collegiate instruc¬
tion, must have a definitely stated date of beginning, and
can not be made retroactive. If this rule could be made
ex post facto, all the elder members of the profession might
be rated as of inferior standing to those gentlemen who
now graduate under our graded system of instruction, and
are required to have attended more terms, and for a longer
period of time than was formerly exacted.

Signed by, Dudley S. Reynolds,
Julian J. Chisolm,
Starling Loving,
James H. Etheridge,
Albert R. Baker,
Victor C. Vaughan.

Attest: Lillie B. Baldwin, Clerk.
Bayard Holmes, Secretary.

Did Not Boom an Irregular Device.
Chambersburg, Pa., Oct. 7, 1895.

To the Editor:\p=m-\Isend you by this mail, a reprint of my
article on "Electricity," not so much on account of any
merit it may possess, but to demonstrate to you how little
your reporter understood what I was talking about when he
wrote you the report of the proceedings of our State Society.
He must have been a very serious man to fail to see that I
was poking fun at "Electropoise," and write you that I said
that argon was what was driven into the system, etc.

Look at the report, and then at the latter part of my article,
and determine whether I was too ponderous at my fun, or he
too dull of comprehension.

No serious harm has been done\p=m-\the"Electropoise" men
have not yet thanked me for my ad. through your Journal,
nor yet have they "gone for me" for my temerity in handling
their pet instrument. Very truly yours,

Geo. S. Hull, M.D.

ASSOCIATION NEWS.
Section on Ophthalmology.\p=m-\Report of the

Secretary.
Place of meeting, gentlemen's reception room, Music Hall.

Meeting called to order at 3:30 P.M., by the chairman, Edward
Jackson, of Philadelphia, Pa., who delivered the Annual
Address, "The Strength of the Different Mydriatics and
Myoptics." At the close of the address a resolution was
passed limiting time for reading of papers to ten minutes
and discussion to five minutes for each speaker. A. R. Baker,
of Cleveland, Ohio, read a paper on "Incipient Cataract,"
followed by J. E. Weeks, of New York, with "The Operative
Treatment of Immature and Some Forms of Zonular
Cataract."

The discussion on these papers was opened by Geo. E.
Frothingham, of Detroit, Mich., followed by Herman Knapp,
of New York ; Joseph A. White, of Richmond; J. L. Thomp-
son, of Indianapolis; Jas. A. Lydston, of Chicago; F. C.
Hotz, of Chicago; S. D. Risley, of Philadelphia; A. J. Erwin,
of Mansfield; Dudley S. Reynolds, of Louisville. Discussion
was closed by J. E. Weeks, of New York.

The first of the papers on
" Operations About the Eye" was

read by M. W. Zimmermann, of Philadelphia, Pa.; on
"Practical Points on Anesthesia for Operations about the
Eye," Dr. Tyree, of Kansas City, and Eugene Smith, of
Detroit, being absent, the next paper of the series was read
by W. B. Johnson, of Paterson, N.J., on '' Transplantation of
Skin in Plastic Operations on the Eyelids." He was followed
by F. C. Hotz, of Chicago, on "Skin Grafting in Ectropion
and Entropion." The next paper was by Herman Knapp,
of New York, on " Transplantation of a Strip of Skin into the
Intermarginal Space of the Lids." The last of the series
was by Herbert Harlan, of Baltimore, Md., on "Some Cases
of Restoration of Eyelids with Exhibition of Patients." The
discussion was opened by R. A. Reeve, of Toronto, followed
by H. V. Wiirdemanii, of Milwaukee; D. S. Reynolds, of
Louisville; E. J. Bernstein, of Baltimore; Lucien Howe, of
Buffalo; J. P.Worrell, of Terre Haute; P. D. Keyser, of
Philadelphia; S. D. Risley, of Philadelphia ; G. C. Savage, of
Nashville; Frank Allport, of Minneapolis; Hiram Woods,
of Baltimore; Herman Knapp, of New York, and M. W.'
Zimmerman, of Philadelphia. In the course of the discussion,
patients were exhibited by Herbert Harlan and E. J.
Bernstein.

Wednesday, May 8—Morning Session.
Meeting called to order at 9:10 a.m. By request the

Chairman called for the report of the Committee on Legis¬
lation for the Prevention of Blindness which was presented

Downloaded From: http://jama.jamanetwork.com/ by a University of Iowa User  on 05/28/2015


